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Topic: Climate change is a pressing global challenge posing devastating threats to all world citizens. This session will explore how UNA leaders can work with other partners to advance climate action at the state and local level even in the absence of federal leadership.

Moderator: 
Julie Cerqueira​, Executive Director, U.S. Climate Alliance, UN Foundation

Panelists:
Elan Strait,​ Director, U.S. Climate Campaign, World Wildlife Fund
Yassamin Ansari,​ Advisor and Global Climate Action Summit Coordinator Brendan Shane, Representative from C40 Cities

Yassamin Ansari: Global Climate Action Summit (WED, SEP 12, 2018 — FRI, SEP 14, 2018). The Global Climate Action Summit will bring leaders and people together from around the world to “Take Ambition to the Next Level.” It will be a moment to celebrate the extraordinary achievements of states, regions, cities, companies, investors and citizens with respect to climate action. It will also be a launchpad for deeper worldwide commitments and accelerated action from countries—supported by all sectors of society—that can put the globe on track to prevent dangerous climate change and realize the historic Paris Agreement.

The decarbonization of the global economy is in sight. Transformational changes are happening across the world and across all sectors as a result of technological innovation, new and creative policies and political will at all levels.
States and regions, cities, businesses and investors are leading the charge on pushing down global emissions by 2020, setting the stage to reach net zero emissions by midcentury. 

Elan Strait: The World Wildlife Fund has been trying to get business leaders to take action on Climate Change. According to the WEF, it is currently the biggest economic challenge. 

The WWF is trying to get local support from mayors and businesses to uphold the Paris Climate Agreement. They are also trying to get support from Americans on Climate matters. They want to mobilize people so that they tell their representatives that they care about climate change (which they do according to poll numbers). 

The major barrier to success on climate action is messaging given the skepticism that people have on the science that supports the main assumptions about climate change. 

Julie Cerqueira: The U.S. Climate Alliance at the UN Foundation was started by the governors of California, New York and the mayor of D.C. as a way to uphold the spirit and goals of the Paris Agreement. The alliance represents over 40% of the U.S. population and $9 trillion of our GDP.

The efforts of seek to transform the U.S. economy to move it away from non-renewable sources to renewable ones. We need to work with cities, universities and businesses to put ourselves in the right trajectory.

The U.S. Climate Alliance has 3 main commitments: 
Work collectively to achieve their share to the U.S. contribution to the Paris Agreement. (1.3 million jons
Track and report progress publicly so that there is transparency and accountability
Accelerate new and existing policies by opting in already existing working groups and initiatives

We need to work on getting the Federal Government to work on Climate Change or at least stop their systematic attack on regulations that were enacted to protect the environment. These regulations, especially the ones on car mileage efficiency reduces the cost of driving, environmental costs and increases innovation.  Consumers need to put pressure on car companies to be efficient even when there are no regulations in place that restrict fuel efficiency. 

Things to remember:
Call congresspeople that are working on Climate Change to show your support and encourage them to do more
Work on the messengers, make sure that they are non-partisan to maximize the impact of your message
Ask for assistance from NGOs and organizations to provide analytical tools and other technical tools for local and state government so they craft policy that actually works
Vote. Vote for candidates that support climate action or at least vote for candidates that are not adamant about not supporting climate action
Climate action isn’t isolated from economic progress because working on these matters help the economy grow and create jobs






